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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

AT RICHVOND, JULY 17, 1998

COMMONVEALTH OF VIRG NI A, ex rel .
STATE CORPORATI ON COWM SSI ON

CASE NO. PUC960161
Ex Parte: In re: |Investigation

of area code relief for the 703
code of Northern Virginia

ORDER DENYI NG RECONSI DERATI ON

On June 25, 1998, Bell Atlantic-Virginia Inc. ("BA-VA")
filed its response to Staff's Mdtion for Extension of Tine. By
|l etter dated June 26, 1998, BA-VA asked that the response be
treated as a Mdtion for Reconsideration of the Conm ssion's
O der of June 23, 1998.

The Comm ssion has determ ned that the response should be
treated as a Motion for Reconsideration and that the Mdtion
shoul d be denied with regard to shortening the extension of
time. 1In asking that the Staff be granted a two-nonth extension
i nstead of a six-nonth extension, BA-VA expressed concern that a
Staff Report filed at the end of 1998 would not permt the

Comm ssion and BA-VA sufficient tine to inplenent a new area
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code before the projected exhaustion of nunbers in the existing
703 area code.

Wil e we have been advised by the Staff that it is very
likely the Staff Report will be submtted during the Fall of
1998, the Comm ssion will not delay naking its decision on code
relief awmaiting that report. The report wll address possible
nunber conservati on neasures whereas the question before the
Comm ssion is whether the relief in the 703 area code shoul d be
in the formof an overlay area code or a geographic split of the
existing 703 area. This decision is not related to nunber
conservation, and the Conm ssion does not intend for that report
to influence its decision on the type of relief.

Concerning the issue of splitting the 703 area code or
i ntroduci ng an overlay, the Comm ssion agrees with BA-VA t hat
the parties should have the opportunity to address matters that
have occurred since the October 9, 1997, Exam ner's Report. W
W Il receive such supplenentary coments through August 31,
1998.

Accordingly, IT 1S ORDERED THAT:

(1) BA-VA's notion to extend the due date for the Staff
Report no nore than two nonths is deni ed.

(2) Parties may file supplenental comments on or before

August 31, 1998.



